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Campus changes to ‘308’
After brief disruptions
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Making a call to or from campus will be a little different from
now on, thanks to SCSU’s ongoing
transition to a new phone system.
The transition, which began
June 13, is expected to be completed by July 1.
There are many changes, but
they are not expected to be much
of a hassle for students and staff.
The most notable difference
will be the switch to a universal
exchange of 308 for all numbers on
campus, as opposed to the eight
different prefixes previously used,
such as 255, 202, 654 and 534.
Included in this change is the
nearby St. Cloud Technical
College.
The change is also a financial
boon; the new telephone plan will
save SCSU $600,000 over the next
five years.
The previous service provider,
InterTechnologies Group, is being
replaced by Hickory Tech
Enterprise Solutions, a Mankato
based company. InterTechnologies
Group had been SCSU’s service
provider for the past 18 years.
There are a few more added
benefits to the switch, including an
on-site technician for the next four
years and voice mail service for
every phone.
While the new telephone system is being installed, certain
buildings’ phone service will be
unavailable for up to four hours.
Those who already had voice mail
on a campus phone will also lose
all messages, greetings and personal information on their voice mail
when their phones are converted to
the new system.
After the conversion, all intercampus calls can be made by dial-

ADAM MASLOSKI/VISUALS EDITOR

Curt Hickorytech deals with the mass of wires in the basement of Stewart Hall as part of the installation process of SCSU’s new telephone system. Installation is taking place across campus June 13
through July 1. Once the system is fully up and running, all campus telephone numbers will have one
exchange prefix, 308, and each number, including those in the residence halls, will feature voice mail.
ing 8 followed by the last four digits of the number. Phone numbers
with the old exchanges will continue to work for one year, but it is
recommended that students and
staff begin using the new system
immediately, so they have a chance
to get used to it.
Campus-wide, the last four digits of most numbers will remain
unchanged, with a few exceptions.
All residence hall numbers,
however, will keep the same last
four digits.
“Residence hall rooms will be
only on 308,” said Randy Evans,
director of instructional technology and co-chair of the telephone
project. “But, if you lived in a res
hall last year, the last four digits
should be the same.”
More information is currently
available on the telephone service

update Web site, but it is directed
largely at SCSU staff.
“There is no student information at this time on this site,” Evans
said. “There will be some separate
documentation that will be just for
students. As part of their informational packets they’ll have information about how they go about
requesting and setting up there
voice mails. But they’ll be able to
see all the features and stuff like
that.”
Student reactions to the switch
have been largely positive, despite
the temporary difficulties caused
by the transition.
“I think it’s great that were
changing the telephones,” said
sophomore Lori Gosline. “It’ll be
great to have voice mail.”

ADAM MASLOSKI/VISUALS EDITOR

Scott Swanson, left, and Curt
Goltz work on the new phone
system that is currently being
installed on campus.

On the Internet

Information about SCSU’s
new telephone service, including
instructions for using the system’s features, is online at
http://www.stcloudstate.edu/telephoneservices/
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Shoemaker Hall
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violation, East Atwood
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Campus & State
SCSU workshops aimed at tribes

SCSU and Marketplace Productions are teaming together to create
an educational program geared toward tribal planning and gaming.
SCSU and Marketplace would like to expand the current program to
include food, beverage and hospitality managers and employees at
tribally owned enterprises.
Al Paulson, a member of the White Earth Band of Ojibwe, and owner
of the Marketplace productions, has already worked with SCSU to
offer a noncredit certificate program in tribal planning, wagering compliance and gaming protection.
“We’ve got people from Mystic Lake going to these workshops all
the time and they come back passing on the information learned to the
rest of us,” said Joe Scott, security and surveillance liaison officer at
Mystic Lake Casino.

Teens work to clean up downtown

Ten teenagers decided to clean up their image while improving the
look of downtown St. Cloud.
The group approached the Pegg Gustafson, executive director of
downtown council after a May 28 meeting the council had about
downtown safety. This meeting addressed the loitering problems and
thefts that had been occurring downtown.
The ten teenagers who volunteered to clean up downtown wanted to
counteract the negative acts and petty crimes that may have been committed by their peers.
“There may be others that cause problems, but not these kids,”
Gustafson said.

And you thought ‘The Ring’ was scary...

After a late night showing of an Indian flick called “Bhoot”
(“Ghost”) a 50-year-old man was found dead in his seat at a cinema in
New Delhi.Before the movie starts, the director of the piece offers an
onscreen warning to his audience that pregnant women and people
with heart problems view the film at their own risk.The man was
found by the theater’s cleaning staff Tuesday morning.

Nation & World
Abbas tries to end attacks on Israelis
In an attempt to save the U.S.-backed peace plan, Palestinian Prime
Minister Mahmoud Abbas told Islamic militant groups to cease
Israeli attacks.
Islamic Jihad leaders rejected Abbas’ request, while Hamas leaders
did not rule it out completely.
Israeli helicopters struck three times in Gaza City last week, and an
Israeli official told the U.S. administration Israel would continue to
attack terrorists carrying explosives.
In a highway ambush,Palestinian gunmen killed a 7-year-old girl.
The peace place begins with a 32 violence-free months, leading to a
Palestinian state in 2005.

Iraq grows weary of U.S. interference

In the past week there have been three large-scale U.S. military operations in Iraq: a roundup of some 400 people in towns along the Tigris
River to the north, an attack in which more than 80 suspected antiAmerican fighters were killed outside the western town of Rawah and
a raid on Fallujah early Sunday that brought more than 1,000 soldiers
to town, looking through homes for weapons and militant leaders.
During the past few days, the U.S. military also has set up checkpoints
on roads in and around Baghdad to check for weapons.
Many Iraqis said it was beyond belief that Americans would enter
houses or stop cars and take assault rifles without paying for them.
The harder the Americans press, many Iraqis said, the more enemies
they make.
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Calendar of

Events

TODAY

News

■ Theatre Thursday
SCSU teachers and Lighthouse
professionals will provide students with instruction and assistance at the North Crest
Gymnastics and Dance Center
in Sauk Rapids from 10 a.m.12 p.m.

FRIDAY
■ Valleyfair
The SCSU Program Board
wants to bring you on an all day
trip to Valleyfair. The bus
leaves from Atwood at 10 a.m.
and will return at Midnight.
Sign up in the UPB office in
Atwood by 4 p.m. $10 fee with
SCSU ID includes bus and
admission.

MONDAY
■ Apple’s Worldwide
Developers Conference
Apple will be providing a live
satellite broadcast of the
keynote address from the
WWDC presented by Apple
CEO Steve Jobs. Come see the
introduction of the brand new
Mac OS v10.3 at noon at the
Miller Center B17. Cookies and
Refreshments are included.
Free.

WEDNESDAY
■ Brooke Fox Concert
The SCSU University Program
Board presents Solo acoustic
guitarist Brooke Fox. She’s
playing at the Atwood
Memorial Center from 11 a.m. 1p.m. Free.
■ Nona Huyler Gallery
Local artist Nona Huyler will
display paintings at the Atwood
Gallery from 8 a.m.- 7 p.m.
Free.
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Diamond in the rough
Bobby Hart
SPORTS EDITOR

■ 5th After Five Concert
Fred Savage and the
Unbeatables and Slip Twister
will perform in the fourth event
in the outdoor festival that was
put together by RiplFx and the
St. Cloud Downtown Council.
5:30- 8:30 p.m. on 5th Ave.
Open to all ages. Free.

University Chronicle

On Friday night, Dick Putz field
will be all about “diamonds.”
Of course there will be the cool
grass, grainy dirt, and fresh chalk that
make up the infamous Dick Putz
infield diamond that is mysteriously
responsible for some of the most
awkward bounces in the Northwoods
League.
Then there’s the “diamond dig”
promotion that may draw more of a
stir than the game itself. The first
200 lucky ladies through the front
door will get a shot to dig for a buried
diamond. Perhaps it’s a desperate
attempt to make up for the lack of
romance that their husbands will
most likely wash away by the seventh inning with a quart of beer and a
dozen cuss words aimed at the
umpire.
But without a doubt, the main
attraction will be a 6’3” 220 lb. righthander named Thomas Diamond,
who threw the first nine inning nohitter in River Bats history last
Sunday night in a 5-0 victory over
the Alexandria Beetles.
Tony
Righetti was the last River Bat to
throw a no-hitter with seven perfect
innings in 1997.
Although Diamond isn’t scheduled to take the mound until
Saturday, the Las Angeles native will
receive a plaque prior to the 7 p.m.
game against the Duluth Huskies to
celebrate his milestone performance
that included 17 strikeouts.
The no-hitter was nearly taken
away from Diamond with two outs in
the ninth inning when Alexandria’s
Joe Salas hit a chopper up the middle.
Second baseman Matt Fornasiere

SCOTT THEISEN/ STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Right-handed pitcher Thomas
Diamond threw the first nine
inning no-hitter in River Bats
history last Sunday night.
backhanded it on the run and fired
the ball over to first baseman Erik
Morris who pulled his foot off the
bag. The play was originally ruled an
infield hit, but after the game the
scorekeeper consulted the umpires,
who changed the call to an error on
Fornasiere, sealing Diamond’s masterpiece. The big right-hander was
rattled after he thought he let his nohitter get away, but Diamond kept his
composure.
“I was thinking we only have one
more out to get the victory. All I was
worried about at that point, was making sure we won the game,” he said.
Many players and spectators were
in awe of Diamond’s overpowering

performance in which he threw only
seven curveballs and eleven changeups. The rest was raw heat, reaching
up to what players and coaches
believed to be about 96 mph.
Unfortunately there was no radar gun
on the field.
“There really isn’t a lot of performances like that at the college level
that I’ve seen that compare to that,”
said first year head coach Tom
Fleenor, who’s had jobs around the
league for five of its ten years. “It
was just an outstanding overpowering experience for me. It was awesome to watch.”
In his second summer as a River
Bat, Diamond has been nearly un-hittable with his mid-90 mph fastball.
He currently leads the Northwoods
League with three wins and 34 strikeouts, while only giving up eight hits,
and maintaining a .81 ERA.
Diamond only had 33 strikeouts all
of last season as a closer with the
Bats.
The sophomore from the
University of New Orleans has
developed so much over the last year;
he has left many teammates scratching their heads. One of those players
is Joe Pietro who decided to transfer
to UNO, partially because of the
friendship he and Diamond developed last summer with the River
Bats.
“I’ll be honest. He came out at
his first save opportunity at UNO and
I said ‘who is this kid?’” Pietro said.
“What I saw last summer up to this
season at UNO was an incredible
turn around. He’s such a competitor
now. Last year he was kind of soft
around the edges. He threw hard but
he didn’t have it as far as mental
toughness goes. He turned into an
animal on the mound.”

Diamond led the Privateers with
96 strikeouts, a 3.39 ERA and five
saves this season under Minnesota
Twins 1987 World Series hero
Randy Bush.
“My off-speed pitches have progressed a lot over this past year and
my control is a lot better because I
worked on my mechanics and got to
where I have a pretty consistent
release point,” Diamond said. “I’ve
always had a pretty good fastball but
it isn’t always as consistent as it was
Sunday.”
Bush recommended Diamond to
long time friend and River Bats
owner Joel Sutherland last summer
along with fellow UNO closer J.P
Martinez this summer. There is a
chance that Diamond, a 2001 Tampa
Bay Devil Rays pick, may bypass
next summer with the River Bats to
turn pro.
“The thing he brings to the table
is the mental part of it all,” Fleenor
said. “He’s a very humble kid and
he’s great to be around. I think that
will be his greatest asset when he
moves on. He’s going to be outstanding (at the next level).”
Others think his greatest asset is
intimidation.
“He obviously has that 96 mph
fastball,” Pietro said. “He’s a big kid
and people are scared of the ball’s
velocity. He’s one kid I never want to
face. I’ll run down balls for him all
day, as long as I don’t have to face
him.”
Whether his greatest asset is his
humble personality or flaming fastball, one thing is certain: Thomas
Diamond may very well end up as
the next successfull Northwoods
player to reach the Major Leagues. If
so, Thomas may be rewarded with
some diamonds of his own.

Artist captures Munsinger Gardens
Derek Sullivan

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

St. Cloud State’s Center for
Continuing Studies will conduct a
watercolor workshop titled “Painting
in Munsinger Gardens.”
The one-day workshop is for anyone who desires to improve his or her
watercolor painting techniques. Any
painter looking for greater knowledge in the medium of watercolor can
sign up for workshops held on June
21st or August 2nd. Each workshop
runs from 10 a.m.- 4 p.m. and costs
$59.
The instructor and presenter is
renowned artist Janice Courtney.
Selected galleries in Oklahoma,
Wyoming, Colorado, New Mexico,
and Minnesota have exhibited Janice
Courtney’s paintings. The SCSU
graduate will share her expertise and
knowledge with workshop participants.
One of the highlights of the workshop is the location. The workshop
will be held at Munsinger Gardens,
near SCSU. The plants and flowers

will be in full bloom, and give each
artist a perfect backdrop for their
paintings.
SCSU’s
Department
for
Continuing Studies is putting on the
workshop.
“Our department is always looking to put together workshops that
develop a person’s professional and
personal skills,” said Gail Ruhland of
the Department.
Participants will be required to
bring their own water, chair, and supplies. Supplies can be picked up at
area workshop sponsors Arts Co-op,
Baker’s HomeTime Hobby and
Framing, Gallery 702, Hollenhorst
Art and Framing, Nature’s Studio,
Paramount Arts District, Crafts
Direct, and Micheals. A confirmation
letter, workshop preparation, and a
map will be mailed out to all registered participants.

If you have any questions, call St.
Cloud Center for Continuing
Studies at 320-255-3081 or by
email: gruhland@stcloudstate.edu.
Pre-regisration is recommended.

SCOTT THEISEN/ STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

SCSU graduate Janice Courtney will be instructing a watercolor
workshop titled “Painting in Munsinger Gardens.” Courtney will
also be displaying some of her work based on the Gardens.
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Troops should
respect Iraqis

In recent weeks, many American and Iraqi soldiers have been
casualties of violence occuring from Tikrit to the Syrian border.
The U.S. blames holdover from Hussein’s regime, the Sunni
Muslim. Iraqi citizens argued there was a different reason for the
violence. Shortages in water and electricity, delays in establishing
a new government, and weariness of the humiliation caused by
home and road searches are only some of the complaints Iraqi’s
had.
Is it any surprise then, that Iraqi citizens who are forced to proceed through weapon check points that take up to an hour in 120
degree heat are a little miffed?
Iraqis are also getting a bit disturbed by the fact that American
soldiers enter houses and take riffles without paying for them.
Iraqis are then, in essence, disturbed by something that early
American colonists faced by decree of the Crown, and did away
with once they established the Constitution.
And to take something without paying for it in America is
called theft.
Is it a terrible shock that Iraqis should expect to be treated by
Americans with the same amount of respect with which they treat
one another?
These people have lived in fear and under a reign of terror for
long enough. Is it so hard to understand that they feel vulnerable
and their weapons give them a sense of security and protection?
In order to truly help Iraqis and assist in their liberation,
Americans should start treating them like people. Not only that,
people who deserve respect and understanding.
Most people are taught as children that when you go over to
another person’s home, you behave even better than you do at
home. You don’t just walk in the door, leave mudprints all over
the new carpet then complain about the dinner that was prepared
for you. That would be just plain rude. And to put it mildly, that is
what the U.S. foreign policy has been of late: just plain rude.
In late April, at least 15 people were killed in a demonstration
against American involvement. American soldiers said they were
shot at, and residents denied the claim.
Disregarding the adversity toward American involvement
instead of truly addressing it, the U.S. is sending a message to
Iraqis and they are hearing it loud and clear: “You are a child and
we are adults. Don’t ask questions, we know best.”
Is it a big shock Iraqis are then resentful and angry? Not really.
What the U.S. is doing by failing to accomodate the customs and
rituals of a different people is not only harmful now, but has the
potential for being much more volatile in the years to come.
Young generations of Iraqis are already developing hatred in their
hearts toward the intruders who kill their families, take their possessions and treat them with disrespect.
If the U.S. government doesn’t change its policy with Iraqis
soon, it will only make more enemies and more wars.
The opinions expressed on the Commentary page are not necessarily those
of the college, university system or student body.

‘Minnesota Nice’ myth dispelled
There is nothing “nice” about
Minnesota.
For those individuals who hail
from a state or country other than the
land of the Vikings, you know what I
mean.
Upon arriving in Minnesota, newcomers are quickly schooled on a
common myth among those who
dwell here. This is the myth of
“Minnesota nice.”
Though Minnesotans may have
slightly different interpretations of the
phrase, most are fairly comparable in
meaning.
When asked to describe
“Minnesota nice” a common response
is, “People in Minnesota are just more
friendly” or “People in Minnesota
will smile and wave at people they
don’t know.”
Being from Wisconsin, and having
visited several other states and countries, I fail to see Minnesotans as
being significantly more friendly than
residents of other locations. In addition, the only time city-dwelling
Minnesotans have become so bold as
to smile and wave at me, previously
unaquainted, is when they are stumbling out of the downtown bars
around 1 a.m.
My personal “research” of the
“Minnesota nice” myth has been
ongoing the past four years and while
it has yet to be proven true, I have
made other significant observations.
What other places identify as passive
aggression, Minnesotans refer to as
“nice.”
Most people, in any state or country (the United States for sure), may

KRISTEN J.
KUBISIAK
STAFF
ESSAY
be at least familiar with passive
aggression.
Passive aggression is the part that
comes after “Minnesota nice.” It’s
when a group of girls walking
through the Atwood Mall encounters
a friend they hug and kiss then after
she is out of earshot call “slut.” It’s
when some guy in an econ class says
he really doesn’t mind doing the most
time-consuming part of the group
project, then regards the rest of his
group with quiet contempt.
According to the Journal of the
American Medical Association, over
32 million people, one in six adults
will sufffer a bout with depression.
What does this have to do with passive agression?
Part of the reason people feel
depressed is because they don’t feel
like they are in control of their lives.
Passive aggression is the result of a
not being assertive.
Over half of the people experiencing depression see a psychiatrist, and
today there are long lists of “solutions” they can expect to be given:
Prozac, Zoloft, Paxil, Effexor, the list
goes on and on.
While not demeaning the legiti-

macy of depression or its orally
ingested cures, it is important to
acknowledge there are some symptoms doctor-prescribed pills won’t
cure. One of those symptoms is societal norms.
As children, many people were
taught to always please or defer to
others. They are taught that it is not
nice, or maybe it is not in accordance
with predominant religious or political beliefs, to consider personal needs
above those of others. They are taught
that if someone says or does something that we don't like, we should
just be quiet and try to stay away from
that person in the future.
Assertiveness is the ability to honestly express opinions, feelings, attitudes and rights, without undue anxiety, in a way that doesn't infringe on
the rights of others.
The consequence of not being
assertive is generally far worse than
being assertive, both mentally and
physically. Headaches and ulcers are
common in non-assertive people. And
the beauty of being assertive is you
realize you have a choice. You can
decide what issues are worth asserting
yourself.
This article is not to dismiss all
Minnesotans as passive aggressive. In
fact, many in the more rural areas do
fall under the intended definition of
“Minnesota nice.” The main objective was to open a forum for all people, and to challenge those individuals
who are in passive-aggressive relationships to assert themselves. Self
assertion, in the appropriate contexts,
will set you free.
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City cozies up to Teddy exhibit
Paul Solsrud
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Teddy bear collector Jim Ploof,
along with the Stearns History
Museum, will be showcasing over
100 antique Teddy bears until
January 2004.
“Bear Beginnings: A Century of
the Teddy Bear,” which opened
Sunday, displays over 100 antique
bears as well as an illustrated history
of the Teddy bear, and the individual
history of the bears on display.
Ploof, who had shown a similar
display there in 1989, contacted the
museum to celebrate the 100th
anniversary of the Teddy bear.
The name Teddy bear comes from
a 1902 cartoon showing President
Teddy Roosevelt saving a bear while
hunting. After permission from the
president, Morris Michtom began
producing Teddy bears at the
Michtom Ideal Toy Company,
which grew substantially
due to the popularity of the
bears.
The bears on display
are sure to invoke memories
of spectators’ childhoods,
as well as be educational.
Information will also be
provided at the exhibit
for anyone interested in
collecting bears for
themselves.
“We
try
to
describe the history
and the maker, (this)
helps to date the bear,”
collector Jim Ploof said. “There will
also be information on everything
from collecting to valuing and restoring (Teddy bears).”
Ploof has been collecting Teddy
bears since about 1985, and prefers
to focus on the older bears, normally
before 1950. He has always been
interested in antiques and found himself drawn to Teddy bears. His display focuses on Teddy bears manufactured before 1950. These older
bears are much harder to find than
those made after 1950, “because
everybody’s got those,” he said. His
oldest bear was made in 1906.
Most of his bears have names,
usually they are named after relatives
or the person Ploof got the bear from.
Many have accompanying stories
that are displayed with the bears at
the exhibit. Keeping track of all those
little stories and names, however, is a
challenge.
“I have everything computer-

ized,” he said of his vast collection of
bears. “I’m pushing 1,000 Teddy
bears...I collect to preserve them for
the next generation.”
Ploof said most of his bears were
found at antique shops, toy shows, on
eBay and various Web sites.
According to Ploof, many books and
magazines can help identify the
maker of the bear and the year of
production, but the Internet has been
the most helpful in finding new bears
and identifying the origins of his
bears.
“The Internet has really opened
things up to everybody,” he said.
In addition to the more modern
Teddy bears on display, Ploof also
presents a few of his mechanical
bears. Although this anniversary
marks 100 years of the Teddy bear,
wind-up and mechanical bears are
much older. Production of these
bears was common in the 1800s in
Japan.
“There are barbers,
dentists, bears fishing and
marching; you name it,
there’s a bear doing it,” he
said.
The Stearns History
Museum was organized in 1935 and
moved to its current
building in 1985.
According to Ann
Meline,
assistant
director, the museum
was established to
preserve the history of
the county. Ploof’s exhibit
is one of approximately 10 displays
that are currently available for viewing at the museum.
Meline was proud to have the
Teddy bear display available for
community members to see.
“You can really see the history of
toys and Teddy bears,” she said. “He
(Jim Ploof) has provided a lot of history of the Teddy bear and collecting.
He has a lot of extra information.”
The display will run until January
2004, with an appearance of collector Jim Ploof on June 28 during the
Wheels Wings and Water Festival.
Ploof will be available to answer any
questions then. More information is
available by contacting the Stearns
History Museum at 1-800-253-8424.
Museum hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
and noon to 4 p.m. Sundays.
Admission is $4 for adults, $2 for
children, $10 for families and yearlong memberships can be purchased
for $25.

Political cartoonist inspires Mitchom

Morris Mitchom first became inspired to market “Teddy’s Bears”
after viewing a political cartoon by Clifford Berryman. Berryman
heard the story of President Roosevelt’s refusal to shoot an old bear
for sport while hunting in Mississippi and drew a cartoon depicting the
incident.The bear Berryman drew in this cartoon appeared in many
more of his political pictorials throughout Roosevelt’s presidency.
Berryman, one of 11 children, always had a flair for drawing. Even
though he got his start working at the United States Patent Office, he
continued to practice his artwork and by 1896 he was given a job at
the Washington Post.

EMILY MERILL/CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER

“Bear Beginnings: A Century of the Teddy Bear” display was brought to the Stearns History
Museum by Jim Ploof. Ploof has been collecting Teddy bears since about 1985, and prefers to
focus on the older bears, normally before 1950. His oldest bear was made in 1906.

Stearns History
Museum
235 33rd Avenue South
St. Cloud, MN 56301
320-253-8424

June 28 is Heritage
Saturday. Music, games,
food and fun will be part of
this family event, sponsored by the Wheels,
Wings, Water Festival,
Viking Coke, and the
Stearns History Museum.
July-August is time for
kids in grades 2-6 to Blast
to the Past. This year’s
summer camp will adapt
some of the techniques of
the Swedish Alla Tiders
Historia
to
provide
campers with a glimpse
into the past.

EMILY MERRILL/ CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER

Each of Ploof’s bears has a name and a story behind it.These significant individual details are provided with each of the bear displays.
Since Ploof’s collection of Teddy bears is nearing the 1000 marker,
he has computerized each of the Teddys’ bios to preserve them for
future generations.
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‘Hulk’ feels like comic book

I’m pondering Universal’s logo
after the opening titles have passed
and the summer’s second comic
book adaptation is quickly unspooling.
That earth that glows strangely
against an abysmal backdrop catches my eye as suspiciously irradiated. Could it be that the mythical
world encapsulated by the planetary
ring that reads “UNIVERSAL” is
tormented by high levels of radiation? That would explain the studio’s first attempt at the new comic
book adaptation era, “The Hulk.”
Meet our hero, Bruce Banner
(Eric Bana), a quiet lab geek
despite his muscular frame and
square-cut head. He is a life-long
pacifist, illustrated in a childhood
beating he takes without retaliation.
But thanks to our friend gamma
radiation, things about to change.
Big time.
After a lab accident, Banner discovers that a dormant genetic modification he inherited from his
estranged mad scientist father (Nick
Nolte) turns him into a monstrous
computer-generated hulk that tears
through concrete like wet paper.
The police, the military and the sci-

JOHN
BEHLING
FILM
CRITIC
entific entrepreneurs can’t stop
him, but one look from the angelic
Betty Ross (Jennifer Connelly)
melts away the green testosterone,
reducing Banner to an exhausted,
naked mess—take a moment to play
with that one…OK, moving on.
Unlike other superhero adaptations, “The Hulk” feels like a comic
book. Taking advantage of splitscreen editing, director Ang Lee
places live action cells on the
screen.
The experience is like virtually
thumbing through a mint copy of
The Incredible Hulk (insert your
favorite issue here). In the wrong
movie, (“Phone Booth” for example) split screen is an ugly, cumbersome device that panders to the
ADD-MTV age.

But in the right film, split screen
is a tool for visual experimentation.
Darren Aronofsky proved it could
be artful and useful in “Requiem for
a Dream.” Roger Avery used it to
tackle a brilliantly ambitious shot in
“Rules of Attraction,” and in “The
Hulk,” Lee frees it from the label of
“gimmick” or “eyesore.”
Lee, along with Banner’s alter
ego, really cuts loose. He shows us
two or three things at once from different angles and it doesn’t feel like
cluttered multitasking, only another
form of exposition. In a scene
where we would regularly have one
shot of guards preparing, we have
six or seven. In a shot where one
angle of the Hulk would suffice,
there are three. In the most avante
garde sequence, Nick Nolte’s glassy
visage remains in a sliver at the top
of the screen while action continues
in the frames below for a good five
minutes.
Almost as striking, on a different level, is the writing. Lee’s longtime collaborator screenwriter/producer James Schamus (“Crouching
Tiger, Hidden Dragon,” “The Ice
Storm,” “Ride With the Devil”)
breathes through Hulk’s yellowed

OIL - LUBE - FILTER
“Quality Care” Special

*Install new oil filter
*Add up to 5 qts
Motor Oil-5w30
*Check & Top off all fluids
*Check and adjust tire pressure
*Free 27 point inspection

17+95tax

$

FORD QUALITY CARE

SE
Av
e
h
8t

3495
+ tax

$

Amoco

N
Taco
Bell
Ford
Quality Care
22 8th Ave. SE

HWY 10

*Lube, Oil (5w30 Motorcraft)
*Check Belts & Hoses
*Top Off All Fluids
*Check Brake System
*Rotate Tires if Needed
*Check all exterior lights
*Most cars & Trucks

7th Ave. SE

SUMMER INSPECTION:

St. Germain St. E

HWY 23

FORD QUALITY CARE
Call today (320) 259-5051

Hours: M-F 7am-7pm, Sat. 8am-5pm

Also this week... ‘Alex and Emma’

Kate Hudson uses a girls-versus-boys spirit left over from “How
to Lose a Guy in 10 Days” in “Alex and Emma,” her follow up
romantic comedy.
This time she squares off against the charming Luke Wilson. Alex
Sheldon (Wilson) must finish his second novel in 30 days or face a
pair of Cuban loan sharks. After they burn his laptop as a warning,
the writer is without scribe. Emma Dinsmoore (Hudson) is a tightlyshut-book of a stenographer, lured to Sheldon’s apartment and kept
there by her curiosity for the creative progress.
Rob Reiner must remember the importance of screen time from
“When Harry Met Sally,” and doesn’t cut corners, leaving Hudson
and Wilson to slowly grow fond of each other as they joust predictably, but enjoyably.
What doesn’t work, however, is Wilson as the neurotic,
hypochondriac writer. Nothing sells worse on Wilson whose single
expression says to me, “Indeed I am Luke Wilson, perhaps you’ve
noticed how I work my eyebrows while turning my head at different
angles and speaking slowly.” Hudson’s character comes off better,
selling sex and sensibility as the plot unfolds.
genre instilling something thoughtful in a typical throwaway plot. The
tightly woven theme of father/son
relationships holds the film together far better than Hulk’s special
effects, and shines from Connoley’s
maternal smile to Nolte’s fatherly
megalomaniacal ranting.
One effective way to describe
“The Hulk” is to see it as a blending

of its collaborators’ films. See it as
“Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon”
(Lee)
bled
together
with
“Affliction” (Nolte), “The Ice
Storm” (Lee) and “A Beautiful
Mind” (Connolley), but thankfully
without a trace of “Black Hawk
Down” (Bana).
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HOUSING

$$$ 1-STOP SHOPPING $$$
* ONE MONTH FREE! *
Forestview Apts, 1 & 2 Bds
www.nomgmt.com/fv
Prairie Home Apts, 2 Bds
www.nomgmt.com/ph
Michigan Place Apts, 1,2,3 Bds
www.nomgmt.com/mp
College View Apts, 4 Bds
www.nomgmt.com/co
West Campus Apts, 4 Bds
www.nomgmt.com/wc
Call NMI @ 654-8300.
ROOMS FOR RENT
1,2,3&4 bdrms, summer, fall. $220
mo per rm. Call 320-980-4286.
HOME FOR RENT
4 bed, 1 bath, $275 per room, 3 season porch, sauna, 814 5th St. S. Call
to see, 763-286-5524.
STUDENT HOUSING
4 bdrm, 2 ba apt. Heat pd, close to
campus. $220 mo per rm. Call NOW
320-980-4286.

CLASSIFIEDS
SINGLE BED LEASES IN HOUSE
Located across from the dorms, low
monthly rent includes heat, water,
garbage & electric!
www.nomgmt.com/lm
654-8300
LARGE 5 BD HOUSE
Located across from the dorms! Avail
immediately! Heat, water, garbage &
elec! Great low monthly rates.
www.nomgmt.com/lm
654-8300
HOUSE FOR RENT
Near campus, from 2 to 7 rooms.
Steve 654-8375 or Dave 685-4324.
EFFICIENCY
1,2,&3 bdrm apts. Also single rooms,
near SCSU, heat pd. 251-8284.
1 ROOM EFFICIENCY
Cable, a/c and all utilities included.
Call 259-9434.
IF YOU’RE LOOKING FOR
PEACE AND QUIET...
We have the perfect 1&2 bdrm apts
for you! Located 1/2 mile east of
SCSU on the busline. H,W,G includ.
www.nomgmt.com/fv
654-8300

EASTBANK APTS
3 bdrms, recently built. Parking
included. 259-9434.
SPACIOUS RENTAL HOUSE
4+ bdrms, 2 baths, 2 kitchen, dbl
garage, porch, W&D, CA & moreNICE! 10th St & 12 Ave S. Avail Aug
1, 1 yr lease at $1400/mo + deposit
and utilities. Call 761-4534.
$$$ 210 $$$
Large single bdrms within 4 bdrm
apts. Available immediately, located
near the hockey center. $210 & up.
654-8300
www.nomgmt.com/co
www.nomgmt.com/wc
HALENBECK APTS
4 bdrm apts, 2 bathrooms, great
location. 259-9434.
ROOMMATE WANTED
1 block from Halenbeck Hall. Call Ali
at 320-252-0645.
3 GIRLS LOOKING FOR A 4TH
To share a 4 bdrm apt. Non-smoking.
259-9434.
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LARGE 2 BDRM APTS!
Prairie Home Apartments, a/c, heat,
water, garbage included. $590 & up.
Call first & get ONE MONTH FREE
& a balcony!
www.nomgmt.com/ph
654-8300
4 BDRM & FILL IN APTS
Now leasing private rooms, extras,
sub-leases. Quiet, well maintained
bldgs. Great rates! Call Pillar Prop.
Mgmt. @ 320-259-4259.
SERENITY APTS
Apts & rooms available. Nice, clean,
secure bldgs. Central a/c & 2 full
baths. Call Cindy at 240-0679 or
241-9999.
$$$ 1 - MONTH FREE $$$
1,2&3 bdrm apts. Avail immediately,
low deposit, on-site laundry, large
rooms & a/c. Great location!
www.nomgmt.com/mp
654-8300
2 BDRM APT
Near Northside, a/c, d/w, heat paid,
mature students welcome. Excel
Prop. 251-6005.
VERY NICE
3 bdrm house for rent. 320-529-5853

FEMALES
To share 4 bdrm apts, heat paid, a/c,
d/w, parking, close. Excel Prop 2516005.
2 BDRM APTS
St. Cloud locations, $540-640. Call
255-7002.
Roommates wanted to share house.
Located between State and Tech.
Rent $290-$310. Includes heat,
water, recycle. Off street parking.
320-676-3777.
4 BDRM HOUSE FOR RENT
Large, totally remodeled. Also, 1 bd
apt in house. Both avail. immediately
or fall semester. Call 761-1514.
2 BDRM IN 4-PLEX
By Halenbeck Hall, call 255-7002.

EMPLOYMENT
BARTENDERS NEEDED
Part time, flexible hours, days,
nights, weekends. Apply in person.
Talk to Rhonda. Clearwater Corners,
Highway 75, Clearwater, MN. 320558-2212.

Your Future Is Our Business.

The Rasmussen
Advantage

¾
NCA Accredited
¾
ACICS Accredited
¾
Day, Evening, and On-Line
Classes Offered
¾
Degree, Diploma, and Certificate
Programs Offered
¾
Financial Aid Available to Those
Who Qualify
¾
Transfer of Credits for Some
Courses*
* See guidelines for transferring credits in
Rasmussen CollegeCourse Catalog.

Call Today! 888-878-6075
226 Park Avenue South (Behind the Timberlodge Steakhouse)

w w w . r a s m u s s e n . e d u

CALL 308-3943

TO PLACE AN AD IN

UNIVERSITY CHRONICLE

Page 8

University Chronicle

Advertising

THURSDAY June 19, 2003

